
Mason stuns Winton Woods, 22-0

By Tom Ramstetter Enquirer Contributor By Tom Ramstetter Enquirer Contributor By Tom Ramstetter Enquirer Contributor By Tom Ramstetter Enquirer Contributor 11:33 p.m. EDT September 12, 2014

Brian Castner awarded the ceremonial game ball to his entire defense after the Mason football team stifled high-powered Winton Woods in a stunning 22

-0 win Friday night at Mason's Dwire Field at Atrium Stadium.

The Comets (2-1) held Winton Woods, ranked No. 1 in the latest Enquirer Division I area coaches' poll, to 86 yards total offense and four first downs. 

Mason is ranked No. 10 in Division I.

The Comets held Winton Woods senior running back Marcus Davis to 54 yards on 12 carries after Davis rushed for 342 yards and five touchdowns Week 

2 against Hamilton.

"We wanted to keep him under 100 and I think we did that," Castner said. "Obviously, that's why the whole defense got the game ball – the defensive 

staff, everybody. It was a phenomenal effort by the defense. Anytime you goose-egg Winton Woods, you're doing something right."

The Warriors (2-1) could do nothing right. 

After piling up 78 points through the first two weeks of the season, Winton Woods mustered only one first down and 49 yards through the first three 

quarters Friday.

The second Winton Woods first down of the game came on a pass interference penalty on Mason early in the fourth quarter, but that Warriors drive 

ended near the goal line when Comets senior defensive back Cameron Pitts picked up a fumble at the Mason 5.

Winton Woods beat Mason 48-7 Week 3 last season at Winton Woods, but this one was different from the start. Mason led 13-0 less than five minutes 

into the game.

Senior defensive back Dalton Rogers picked up a Winton Woods fumble at the Winton Woods 18 on the second play from scrimmage and Comets senior 

running back Lucas Edwards followed a few plays later with a 3-yard touchdown run over right tackle.

"It was exciting," Rogers said of his fumble recovery. "It was a game-changer. We came out from the start and we played hard. We weren't looking for 

anything less. It's a great feeling and it wasn't just me. It was everybody. The reason that ball was on the ground wasn't just because of me. It was 

because of everybody.

"I saw it hit the deck and I got it."

Mason recovered a squib kick on the ensuing kickoff at the Winton Woods 39. 

Moments later, junior running back Jeron Besecker made a highlight-reel 15-yard touchdown run. Besecker spun around two Winton Woods defenders 

just beyond the line of scrimmage and rumbled into the end zone for a 13-0 lead with 7:22 to play in the first quarter.

The defense took over from there.

"We simplified our game plan," Rogers said. "Nothing against Marcus Davis. He's a great running back. Awesome running back. Things went our way 

tonight. It just came together."

Plays of the Game: Rogers's fumble recovery and the squib kick stole the momentum for Mason and the Comets never squandered it.

"We set the tone from the start and we continued to set the tone," Rogers said.

The squib was a product of wanting to slow down the Winton Woods returners.

"We were wanting to keep it on the ground and if we nicked somebody going through, that's what we wanted," Castner said. "We wanted to make sure 

that thing bounced around and try to slow them down as much as possible because they're pretty explosive."

(Photo: Brandon Severn for the 

Enquirer)

Buy Photo

Page 1 of 4Mason stuns Winton Woods, 22-0

9/14/2015http://www.cincinnati.com/story/sports/high-school/ohio-high-school/2014/09/12/mason-shuts-out-wint...



Players of the Game:Junior Grant Kramer kept the game out of reach with three field goals for the Comets. 

His 42-yarder at the end of the first half was good for a 16-0 halftime lead. The kick hit the bottom bar and bounced through for Mason. Kramer added 

kicks of 26 and 30 yards in the third quarter to extend the lead and the Comets simply tried to run out the clock in the fourth.

"He grew up a lot tonight," Castner said of Kramer. "He matured a lot tonight because he's had some adversity here in the first four or five games with 

scrimmages. He grew up tonight. He did a great job and there was some maturity tonight in our kicker."

Besecker led Mason with 45 yards on 12 carries and Edwards added 43 yards on nine carries as Mason gained 108 of its 169 yards on the ground and 

forged a 31:57 to 16:03 advantage in time of possession.

"We knew we had to control the ball because we knew they had a great offense," Edwards said. "We knew that in order to win, we had to keep our 

defense off the field no matter how confident we were in the defense. We stuck to our scheme – run the ball early and the rest is history, I guess."

View from the Sideline: "We've had some big wins and that team is going to win some games," Castner said. "They're pretty good. (Winton Woods 

coach Andre Parker) said they were a little nicked up. But for the most part, we gave it everything we've got and I think we're going to enjoy it. Then we 

move on to the GMC.

"Things were going our way too. We don't hesitate and wait for things to happen. The offense did enough good things in getting their seven- and eight-

play drives and controlling the clock. Time of possession was 32-16, so we almost doubled it. That's what we want."

Winton Woods;0;0;0;0;--0

Mason;13;3;6;0;--22

Edwards 3 run (Kramer kick).

Besecker 15 run (kick failed).

Kramer FG 42.

Kramer FG 26.

Kramer FG 30.

Records: M 2-1, WW 2-1.

Read or Share this story: http://cin.ci/1tKdQ6w

Page 2 of 4Mason stuns Winton Woods, 22-0

9/14/2015http://www.cincinnati.com/story/sports/high-school/ohio-high-school/2014/09/12/mason-shuts-out-wint...


